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Senator gets first-hand
look at NOAA’s work

Mikulski’s new
appointment could
bring more funds

" to organization

by Merodith Hooker
Staff Writer

On Monday afternoon, the tin
blue crabs were in a water-filled
in the National Oveanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration’s sdence cen-
ter, but when they're Larger, they'll be
in the Chesapeake Bay. -

The crabs were on display at
NOAA's downlown Silver Spring
headgquarters to show US. Sen. Bar-
hara fu Mikulski (D) of Baltimore the
work the agency has been doing, par-
ticularly mvobang improvements to
crab harvests and oveter reseeding in
the Chesapeake Ray

Mikulski was recently named
rariking member — or senior Dennoc-
rat — on the Conunerce, Justice and
Science Appropriations subcommit-
tee, which is ible for funding
NOAA. And thou, President

Geonge W. Bush’s budget cuts fund-
i r

NOAA by about 8 percent,
ulski said shey hopes to increase
NOAA's funding by working with
the president on priorities that in-
volve NOAA and then }-L\'klh% ap-
proval for other projects. NOAA,
which employs more than 4,000 peo-
ple in Maryland, distributes informa-
tion around the country.

Mikulski said she p.-:ir:::-ul;nrlv
Iwgm_ to increase  funding  for
NOAA's work on ayster i
and improving crab harvests because
having more oysters and crabs means
a healthier Chesapeake Bay, and
means saving industries that rely on
the marine life for business,

Last year, NOAA received about
$4 million in federal funds for its
work with oysters and blue crabs
This year, they re looking to get about
$10 million, said Paul Cardines, minor-
ity staff director for the Senate Appro-
priations Committee.

The crabs are bred in labs and then
taken out to the bay, said Lowell Bah-
ner, director of NOAA Chesa-

bacher (far left), administrator for
the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, looks on
Monday as U.S. Sen. Barbara A.
Mikulskl (D) of Baltimore watches
Lowell Bahner, NOAA Chesa
peake Bay Office director, simu-
late the effect rainfall on dirty
pavement has on the bay ecosys
tern at NOAA In Siiver Spring.

sea in the bay, said Stephanie
Hunt of NOAA's restoration center.
The sea grass provides a home for
some fish and will allow for more
blue crabs. Sea grass also oxygenates
the water.

The grass and work NOAA is
doing will allow for “oysters and
a‘a(l;s,andalsoad&nbay,"Mik\ﬂsld
said. .

There is a satellite center operated
in Suitland that produces images
about every five minutes to be used
for forecasting and environmental
moniforing The satellites also are
used by other federal agencies.
NOAA is also using its equipment to
expand its tsunamu prediction and
warmning capabilities, ultimately creat-
ing a gluba] warning systect.
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peake Bay office.
NOAA alsi is restoring oysters hLy
_uncovering or planting oyster shells
in aneas of the bay that were once pro-
ductive, then seeding those shells

with young oysters.
l’j’v{: need our oysters,” Mikulski
sall

Bh I
4,

A

OB BanéJatp;gg oy} 1e Aepsiny| o8 s

But harvesting blue crabs and
restoring oysters in the Chesapeake
are just two of the many projects at
NOAA. The agency does real-time
observation of the bay and other wa-

- ferways with sensors to determine
curnents and tide and to prevent ships
in transit from running aground
There are air resources ll:a:lp de-
Aermine how wind transimits pollu-
don, air quality and when wind-
storms might arise.

NOAA also is able to track how

_ that pallution affects bodlies of water,
including the Chesapeake. On Mon-
day, using a diorama of Maryland, of
ficdals sprayed the muniature state
with water and showed how it tumed
brown and rolled toward the tiny

a ake. .
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